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Bulgarian Asset Forfeiture SystemBulgarian Asset Forfeiture System

The Law on Forfeiture of Proceeds of Crime (LFPCThe Law on Forfeiture of Proceeds of Crime (LFPC
Act)Act) –– 20052005

●● introduces the concept of asset recovery within theintroduces the concept of asset recovery within the
framework of the civil legal proceedings;framework of the civil legal proceedings;framework of the civil legal proceedings;framework of the civil legal proceedings;

●● reverse burden of proof;reverse burden of proof;
●● conviction basedconviction based;;
●● establishes a specialized bodyestablishes a specialized body
●● complies with the international legal frameworkcomplies with the international legal framework

developed within the U3, Council of Europe anddeveloped within the U3, Council of Europe and
EUEU



“Confiscation” and “Forfeiture”“Confiscation” and “Forfeiture”

ConfiscationConfiscation
Art.37.3 Criminal Code allows confiscationArt.37.3 Criminal Code allows confiscation

ofof all or part of the assets of a convicted individualall or part of the assets of a convicted individual
as a form of aas a form of a penaltypenalty, usually facultative, added to, usually facultative, added to
thethe sentence.sentence.

-- a number of crime categories specified ina number of crime categories specified in
thethe Criminal CodeCriminal Code

-- police and customs only seize orpolice and customs only seize or
confiscate assets used to commit crimesconfiscate assets used to commit crimes



“Confiscation” and “Forfeiture”“Confiscation” and “Forfeiture”

ForfeitureForfeiture (“civil confiscation” )(“civil confiscation” ) –– LFPC ActLFPC Act

PrePre--requisitions:requisitions:
1.1. a list of 33 crime categoriesa list of 33 crime categories as defined in the Criminalas defined in the Criminal

CodeCodeCodeCode

2. assets of2. assets of substantial valuesubstantial value -- more than 30 000more than 30 000 €€

3.3. reasonably assumedreasonably assumed to have been acquired from criminalto have been acquired from criminal
activityactivity –– similar to “balance of probabilities” principlesimilar to “balance of probabilities” principle

4.4. a criminal procedurea criminal procedure has beenhas been startedstarted or in some specificor in some specific
cases: the prosecution has been terminated, suspended or cannot becases: the prosecution has been terminated, suspended or cannot be
startedstarted



STRUCTURE OF CRIMI3ALSTRUCTURE OF CRIMI3AL
ASSETS COMMISSIO3ASSETS COMMISSIO3
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PROCEEDINGS CARRIED OUT BYPROCEEDINGS CARRIED OUT BY
CACCAC

�� IDE3TIFYI3G OF PROCEEDS FROM CRIMEIDE3TIFYI3G OF PROCEEDS FROM CRIME

�� I3JU3CTIO3 OF ASSETSI3JU3CTIO3 OF ASSETS

�� ASSET FORFEITUREASSET FORFEITURE
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PROCEEDI3GS FOR TRACI3G OFPROCEEDI3GS FOR TRACI3G OF
PROCEEDS FROM CRIMEPROCEEDS FROM CRIME

TOTALTOTAL -- 477477
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PROCEEDINGS FOR TRACING OF PROCEEDS FROM CRIME
TOTAL - 477
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I3JU3CTIO3MEASURESI3JU3CTIO3MEASURES

INJUNCTION MEASURES - 365
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I3JU3CTIO3MEASURESI3JU3CTIO3MEASURES

TOTAL VALUE 202 896 876 €€
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INJUNCTION MEASURES

* leading or participating in organized criminal group
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ASSETS FORFEITUREASSETS FORFEITURE

ASSETS FORFEURE CLAIMSASSETS FORFEURE CLAIMS ––179179
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ASSETS FORFEITUREASSETS FORFEITURE

TOTAL VALUETOTAL VALUE –– 66 668 38466 668 384 €€
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ASSETS FORFEITUREASSETS FORFEITURE

* leading or participating in organized criminal group

4 865 86310

12

5 000 000

6 000 000

Number TOTAL VALUE ( € )

11

6

2 154 236

0

2

4

6

8

2008 2009
0

1 000 000

2 000 000

3 000 000

4 000 000



ASSETS FORFEITUREASSETS FORFEITURE

* drug trafficking
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I3TER3ATIO3AL COOPERATIO3I3TER3ATIO3AL COOPERATIO3

Chapter V of LFPC ActChapter V of LFPC Act

CAC exchanges information with the competentCAC exchanges information with the competent
authorities of other countries “based on theauthorities of other countries “based on the
international agreements and instruments whichinternational agreements and instruments which
are in force in the Republic of Bulgaria”.are in force in the Republic of Bulgaria”.



I3TER3ATIO3AL 3ETWORKSI3TER3ATIO3AL 3ETWORKS

CARI3CARI3

�� 20072007 -- member of CARINmember of CARIN
�� 20082008 –– member of the Steering Groupmember of the Steering Group
�� 20112011 –– BG Presidency of CARINBG Presidency of CARIN
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