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HOW DID IT START?

RAIl was initially adopted in Sarajevo, in February 2000, as
Stability Pact Anti-corruption Initiative (SPAI) and represented an
intergovernmental mechanism to address corruption as one of the most
serious threats to the recovery and development of SEE countries.

RAI mission to curb corruption is based on the following five pillars
of the Initiative:

1. Adoption and implementation of the international anti-corruption
iInstruments;

2. Promotion of good governance and reliable public
administration;

3. Strengthening of national legislation and the rule of law;

4. Promotion of integrity in business operations;

5. Promotion of an active civil society.



SPAI members and observers




THE DEVELOPMENT OF RAI

Regional Anti-corruption Initiative (RAI) Secretariat

Launched 2003 as Regional Secretariat Liaison Office, operational six months later

Main goal — to promote regional ownership of the Initiative and enhance regional
capabilities to lead the fight against corruption in SEE

Signing the Memorandum of Understanding
April 13, 2007, Zagreb, Croatia;

The signatory countries ensured the financial sustainability of RAI Secretariat by
providing certain annual grants and decided for the first time to raise a Chairperson of
the Initiative from the region ;

Important step towards a full regional ownership and leadership of the Anti-corruption
Initiative.

Regional Anti-corruption Initiative (RAI)
October 9, 2007, Podgorica, Montenegro;
Complete transformation of the Initiative to full regional ownership and leadership



RAI INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

RAI Chairman — overall coordination

RAIl Steering Group — the decision making body — in
principle composed of 9 Senior representatives, representing
the member countries; in some issues observers, partner
countries and international organizations are also included

RAI Secretariat — the executive body, based in Sarajevo,

staffed with experts from the region, operational since March
2004

Head of the office

Anti — corruption expert

Executive Assistant — B&H resident
Outreach and Fundraising Assistant
Interns



RAI ACTIVITIES

Supporting the process of adoption and implementation
of the international anti-corruption instruments

Instruments on focus: United Nations Convention Against Corruption, CoE Civil Law
Convention on Corruption & CoE Criminal Law Convention on Corruption;

Why are they so important?
All RAI member states have already signed and ratified these international tools;

Next step — full implementation in practice of the standards applied by the
conventions



Supporting the process of

developing and implementing
regional and national anti-corruption
programs for raising public
awareness

A new perception
of corruption, being a
cancer for the society,
needed!

RAI ACTIVITIES

FLASH SPAIlgram

This newsletter will is a periodic update on the activities of the SPAI RSLO

Contact info: SPAI RSLO, Bistrik 5, 71 000, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Telephone: +387 33 550 220, Faxc +387 33 550 221, E-mail: Cornel Calinescu: calinescucv@lsinter.net

SPAI RSLO REGIONAL TOUR

February 8th, 2005, ZAGREB, CROATIA

© Mr. Dubravko Palija3, Senior SPAI ® A draft law on the Office for

representative, Assistant Minister, Prevention of Corruption and

Ministy o jistee Organized Crime is under parlia-

= b mentary debates. The draft law

* Mr. Zeljko Zganjer, head of the aims to strengthen the institu-

Office for the Prevention of o ‘capacity of the; Offics. by

Corruption and Organized Crime strictly regulating competences

on preventive and educational

Also, SPAl RSLO representatives organ-  greas, providing access to infor-

ized, in partnership with the Ministry of  mation related to bank secrecy,

Justice, a public debate addressing the creating a new department for

{ role and mission of RSLO, current anti- internationdl cooperation and
corruption efforts in Croatia, practical Joint Investigation etc,

ways to cooperate with the Office in
e The rekting aneitad P 18 A ablakckpiimy sneigocp s
During Febriary, SPAI RSLO team is active and substantial contribution of  currently drafting the national
conducting a regional tour which will various public and private sector institu-  strategy against corruption. The
involve all SPAI member countries, tions. The following entities were repre-  deadline for issuing a first officia
RSLO's Executive Secretary Mr Veselin sem.edo"f"‘_'"is'ffég Ju:tice;, Sﬂfﬂt./\‘*ov'; draft is April 1%,

i i i ney's Office, Office for Prevention of
z:‘:::lc_"'{fié?lxog;?zz;i@;ﬁ ;:;: Cu’rv'upﬁnn and Organized Crime, Min- ¢ Croatian Minister of Justice desig-

istry of Interior, Council of Europe —  nated Ms. Ljubinka Sebetovsky,

ticipate to a series of bfla(e_ra_l MECUNES pACO IMPACT Program Coordinator, ~ as  the new SPAI  senior
and roundtables that are aiming to en- ApA/CEELI, UNDP, Transparency In.  representative and member of
sure a regional dissemination of the re- tenational, TELESEE, National Com-  the SPAI Steering Group.
cent developments within the SPAl petitiveness Council, Croatian Journal-
framework. Furthermore, the purpose of jst's Association and mass-media.

the tour is to establish direct contacts NEXT SPAI RSLO's VISITS
with the main institutions and organiza- The roundtable offered RSLO a great

tions involved in the fight against corrup- opportunity to extend a direct invitation

tion and to identify together practical to all participants to make the best use of ® ROMANIA, 10 - | | Februay

ways of cooperating in implementing the the facilities and infrastructure that the

SPAI Strategy and SPAI RSLO Workplan Office in Sarajevo can provide and also to * FYR MACEDONIA. 14 February

for 2005. contribute to the creation of the SPAI | ~ -

RSLO's Resource Center: asia platform * o/ A 18- 17 February

ittt E L ILEIN for sharing information and best practices

The first country to be visited was Croa-  in anticorruption.

tia, on February 8%, 2005. During the

visit to Zagreb, SPAI RSLO representa-

tives had bilateral meetings with high ANTICORRUPTION NEWS.

level public officials coordinating anticor-

ruption activities:

o Croatian Parliament ratified the
UN Convention against Corrup-

© Ms. Snejana Bagic, state secretary, tion. The Law is to be published
stry of Justice within the Official Gazette,
s . the RegonalServices Crter, is. Ageey for =
Incermationl Developmen; e th cers of Avard No. 194-:00-04:0011 00 (PA) iy

The apinions ose ot . ecetheviews f he US Agereyor (LET]
Incemational Development CEELI




MAINTAINING AN ANTI-CORRUPTION
RESOURCE CENTER

WWW.RAI-SEE.ORG

Legal library
Publications
Anti-corruption network

Separate page for each member —
state

On-line projects — Consultants
Rooster, On-line News Center,
Forum

etc.

RAI ACTIVITIES

V REGIONAL ANTI-CORRUPTION INITIATIVE
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Conference on *
Corruption”

J Regional Anti-Corruption Initiative (RAT) Secretariat co-organized together with
} Transparency International (TI), Open Society Fund and American Bar
Association Rule of Law Initiative (ABA-ROLT) this year’s celebration of the
International Anti-Corruption Day. The event took place on December 10, 2007,
in the Parliamentary Assembly of BiH and was attended by from
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Canadian companies
stamping out fraud and
corruption
& Former Fiji Prime Minister
faces fresh comuption
charges
& Liberia: House of
Representatives passes
anti-corruption Act
8 South Australia's top
lawyers demand corruption
prabe
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We have 2 quests online

KNOWLEDGE BASE

® Anti-Corruption Handbooks
® Anti-Corruption best
practices

the local state institutions, civil society, private sector, academic community and
the media.

Achievements of the Regional Anti-corruption Initiative (RAI) presented
during the Working Table III meeting

The meeting of the three Working Tables of the Stability Pact for South Eastern
Europe, hosted by the Albanian government, took place on 3-4 December in
Tirana International Hotel. The meetings marked the next milestone in the

.. transformation process of the Stabiity Pact into the Regional Co-operation
Council (RCC). During the discussions, special attention was given to the past
achievements, the lessons learnt and the challenges remaining for the RCC with
regards to the Stabilty Pact's various initiatives and task forces,

* Surveys
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* Questions/Answers

® Library

* anti-Corruption Monitoring
* Links
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* International Standards
* Rule of Law

* Good Governance

* Civil Society

® Business Sector
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Glossary

MEMBER COUNTRIES

B abaria

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria

Croatia

Macedonia

Moldova

Montenegro

Romania

Serbia

How important is anti-
corruption education for
fighting corruption?
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RAI ACTIVITIES

Assessment of the

regional anti-corruption needs
and specific requirements

3 stages:

* |nputs from national counterparts

« Assessment of their specific
needs and requests

« Planning of the Secretariat
activities based on the identified
priorities




RAI ACTIVITIES

Sharing best practices in
Investigating, prosecuting and
adjudicating high level
corruption

Summer School for Junior
Magistrates

Twining type activities

Organization / Co-organization of
conferences, seminars, workshops,
etc.

Internship programs



The achievements of RAI

All the RAI member countries approved National Anti-corruption Strategies
and Action Plans, that underline their political commitment to address the
issue of corruption and state capture.

The member states’ legal framework have largely been harmonized with
European standards set by international conventions, and sensitive areas
such as conflict of interest, assets disclosure, free access to information,
financing of the political parties, public procurement and money laundering,
have been regulated.

In each RAI member country specialized anti-corruption bodies have been
created or are in the process of being established.



AFTER 8 YEARS...
STILL A LONG WAY TO GO

Current challenges for the countries of SEE:

reform of judiciary and public administration;

the negatlve‘Ssrceptlon regarding the levels of corruptlgg

from public a bu?mess communlty, s Al

. lack of sound projects dealing with edur:atlo
awareness; 3

L‘ N “ v\.-
understaffed anticorruption 's’trdct_u-rgs and

role of the prevention is still underesti
is seen as the only feasible solution.




” The future of the Initiative

Under the political coordination of the
newly established Regional Cooperation Councill,
the Anti-corruption Initiative and its Secretariat in
Sarajevo will continue, for a long term, to provide a
regional framework for cooperation among the SEE
countries, as a prerequisite for achieving the overall
goal of European and Euro - Atlantic
integration.



V‘ QUESTIONS ?

THANK YOU!

For further information about RAI Secretariat and its activities
please do not hesitate to contact us:

STANISLAV ALEKSANDROV

Anti-corruption expert

Tel: 0038733.550.220
Fax: 0038733.550.221
saleksandrov@rai-see.org
www.rai-see.org



